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FeblLraty 12,2004

FIis Erninence Joseph Cartlinal Ratzinger

Congregation for the Docltilre oIthe Failh

Píazza del S. Uf-frzio 11

00193 Rome,Italy

Your Emineuce:

ln accorcl with thc (ltttrter for the Prr¡teclir¡n <t[ Ctrildten and Youth and The

Essential No¡'nts which atir ilr effect in tlre Unite<l States, I anì'refening several cascs fbr

yo¡r consideratio¡. I take vc¡y seriously the pl'oblcm ol scxual'abuse of minors by clelgy

*¿ th* ensuing public ourcry over past inaction by cirurcll officials. The demancl for

justice is one that receil'es I f at'orable hearirrg flLolu lle ^]

I.Iowever, I also bciicvc {ìr-rnly tlral sonte sttLt¿rtions call forþtjce tempered by

mercy. I have reviewed cLriefirlly all of cases olalleged scrual abuse ofr-n'linor,s by clergy

We are i¡ the rnethodical ¡rloccss of preparirtg ali srrch cirses for refcná[,to the

Congregation, hl the coursc of'that iãview; I have come to the conclusion that sorne

cleriãs,ãven tho¡gh we arc convincecl about the- sttbst¿rrrcc of the allegations and even

though, in some cases, thc cleric h.{p,cgnf'esseri;+hould not be imposerl with canonical

penaltie s.

I am se¡cling in this rrailing tlre cases rrf tlrose prìusts whose lif'e situations ¿ue

suoh that a canorrical penal trial or an administfátive disnrissal would be unreasonable.

They are eitlpr.ofsuch aclv¿urced âge or h-agileilrerlth that such, actions coul<l be

tantámounriió a death se¡rc-¡ce . "fherefore, in e ach case I irll asking that the priest be

perurittecl tå live out rvbat,:vcr nray.rerrtaìrr of'his lile irr ltlayer and penance. The

elements,of silch a lilè r¡,ii) bc clcsigned along Lhe ¡trotocols presently being prepared by

the Confdfènce of Bisþops, ln ail cases, iÌrere rvould be no public ministry permitted and

the priest iìilUt¿ uot presctri ìrinrself pLrblicly ls a ¡lriest þ¡' 1i1t. or attire.

'lhanlc yogr.,for yoLi ' consideration oi'tiicse reclLtesls. Should Your Eminence

determine that an'älieiqatc actio¡ be takerr, I stancl t'eady to accede to your wishes.

With seniimeuts ot^c-sLeclll, I al'ì1,

Sinccrely yours in Christ,

l'ì
J. f k4ò

Most Revcrend Timothy M, Dolan
Arcir [r ishop of Milwaukee

;¿.4 ñJL*
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ARCHDIOCESE OF MILWAIJKEE

NAME: James William Bcck
DA:I'E OF BIRTH: October 10, 1943

AGE:60
DATE OF ORDINATION: }r.{.aY 24,7969

YEARS OF'MINISTRY:21
DIOCES E OF INCARDINATiON: Milwaukee

Greenfield, WI 53224CON]'ACT ADDRESS
PROCTTRATOR (1992- 1995): Reverend Daniel Ward, O'S.B

ASSIGNMENTS:
YEAR PARISH
1969-1977 HolY Name
1917-1978 St. Robert
1978-1984 St' James

I 984-1989 St. Catherine
1989-i990 Tribunal
l99l-1993 Tribunai
1993-1995 Unassigned
1995 Permanent Leave

ACCUSATIONS
YEAR VICTIM ,...

LOCATTOI'I
Sheboygan, Wl
lvtilwaukee, Wl,.

N4eqrton, Wl' ' '

h¡filwaLrkeo, WÏ
Milw-aLllc-es;.Wtr

fr¿il.rvaiitee,ru

-,'*é* 
'ii;:

ï -5=:ì" :-::ll

=EE*,,*"

APPOINTTVIENT
Associate Pastor
Associate Pastor
Associatc Pastor
Pastor

,:'staff
Stalf

r97),
t982

ocçaslolls
,Aitult O-bçccne Phone call 1988

''1::ti...::_--:.:1. ..,.., - ...

DENLINCIATION

1988 (Adrnission)
1988

SENTENCE
Probation
Counseling / r'estrictions

1 988
.:::

CNIL Piî-(}CEEDINGS AGATNST THE CLEzuC

YEAR .'. 
'-TVPE 

/ CASË !. CONVICTION
lg7 | €i-iiilinal investigatío'ir Yes

1988 Ciimin'aLjnvestígzrl;ion Plea bargain

1988 Úlivil .i:å?i:::':'';:;':'r:: Ssttlement

l99o Llivìl Settlement

MEASIIRES ADOPTED BY DIOCESE
YEAR ACTION
19gB ln the course of confionting the allegation of a 1982 ìncideut, Father adn'ritted

the previous 1971 incident wìthout providing any mofe details than that he

was in rnandatory counseling and had been on probation' Ordered to Ïrave lro

unsupervised contact with minors'

198S Asked to resigl from pastorate' Prof'essional evaluation conducted with

potential for non-parochial assigrunent'
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1 990

r (]Q,

1992-199s

2004

placed on aclministrativc leave for cight months rvith commencer.lle¡rt of civil

suit
Review ol case file results itr rcquest that cleric tro longer fìlnction in ary

ministerial caPacitY'

Ñegotiatio¡* *itL Lanonical courlsçl to resolve tlte issue, resttlti'g in a legnl

*.rritruat bincling cleric n¡t t<l r:xet'e ise any rninis1ry, not to ¡rresent ns a clelic.

¿r.rri to pursl¡r ultcrnate câfeer options. Assistatlce in c¡,ireer re-trilining

provided by the diocese.

bos" ,"f*.red to the Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith

RESPONSI] / R_ECOLIRSN VIAPE..BY THþ CLtsRIC

YEAR AC'llON +:+È. ^.'-
19gB Admitted to,.{g.82øtì.rrse,and iùÎó.ädçd diocesan officials lor the lirst title o1'

thelgil Aale. . .,î.i:.,.-r, ,, .,.,

1990 Accepteffion-parochiai'Al3-igu:rent"'til'.,,,., .;,

tgg1-lgg¡ Cooperaifi.wiih ptans for ;ó'iiþlacernent'¡'with advice of cartonical counsel to

negótiate=ajìLrst assistance in tlansition' ' '

BISHOF'S-,íVOTUIzí ,i,;"r :. , :

E^U,r"rg"¿Ladmitte<lthetwo'iriSaöcn-ts-involv"iUgmínors(19?1 and1982)'Hehasnot ,

functioneóin a'y minisreriat capäðimÞê-lñ=o-st 10 years. He has cooperated with all of the

provisio's-,,öf his contract. In reåe.nt_years he has rlevelopcd a variety of health problerirs from

heart cliseas__Ë:úo recuïrence of coniplications fiom childhood polio and possìble muJtiple

;l"r*il. GiVät=n¡r fu1l cooperati$n, his departure fiom any foun of ministly for almost 10

ñ;r ;rà triu pre-@ious treoitççask that, fot r.oton. of advauced age ancl poor health'

ír" u" p"*rittåa iòîWù,g¡¡,¡p;6ffiayer and penance the dctails of which will be workerl on

witir hinr.
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